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Café 27 in context with garden, Florentina Italian 
Restaurant and Kun Whiskey & Cigar Bar 
Looking out onto the garden
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Café 27 puts all of its energy into healthy living and eating. As such it was important 
to use sustainable building practices to convey, through the architecture, Café 27’s 
high standard for fresh, healthy, and quality ingredients in their offerings.

The café is retrofit of an existing glass greenhouse structure. As a result, the 
new café was imagined as an inside-out garden pavilion; all the elements of a 
garden pavilion were placed inside a controlled greenhouse that connects with its 
surroundings.  

A number of elements simultaneously defined the architectural expression and 
interior environmental experience. A green wall purifies Beijing’s polluted air as it 
makes its way inside. The green wall also provides a strong architectural element 
to the interior in the form of a large green surface the envelops the café. It isn’t just 
the green wall that allows for this differentiation in atmosphere; the wood louvers 
and terrazzo flooring also allow for controlling and differentiating the interior 
environment from the exterior. The wood louvers on the exterior are used to control 
daylight and heat gain into the interior of the existing greenhouse structure. The 
terrazzo flooring provides a thermal mass to the interior of the café that further 

Garden-Like Café and 
Social Gathering Place

Café 27 
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mitigates excessive temperature variation in the interior. This creates both visual 
and temperature comfort on the inside. The interior wood louvers function as 
baffles, to regulate sound levels. A massive ceramic bar with a pastry display 
anchors the interior seating arrangement. Combined with the terrazzo flooring, 
it creates a thermal mass that gradually heats the space in winter. In summer, 
the exterior wooden trellis shades the glass structure, reducing undesirable heat 
gain, while diffusing direct sunlight to create a thermally comfortable and visually 
dramatic space inside. Completing the interior, a pixilated hut-like elevation clad in 
ash batons provides acoustic baffling while housing a pastry kitchen (visible through 
a large glass pane), the mechanical system, the public restrooms, and dry storage. 
Finally, the interior and exterior are connected through a series pivoting doors, 
further blurring the boundary between the indoor and outdoor experience of the 
café.

These ecologically sound devices not only reduce the carbon footprint of the café 
but also enhance the experience of being in a garden-like interior. All the while, the 
shed-like form clad in natural materials with hanging gardens provides a strong 
identity for the Café 27 flagship.

The Café 27 bar
Café 27 terrace 
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Floor plan
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Wood batten wall 
baffles acoustic 
reverberation

An interior green wall 
exchanges CO2 for 
O2. This helps keep 
the interior air clean 
and di erentiated from 
the often polluted 
outside air

New pivot doors allow 
for air movement 
through the interior 
of the greenhouse, 
providing a low velocity 
breeze that increases 
occupant comfort

Terrazzo flooring with 
in-floor radiant heating 
allows for the thermal 
mass of the terrazzo to 
heat the interior space in 
a controlled and efficient 
manner in the winter

Terrazzo flooring with 
in-floor radiant cooling 
allows for the thermal 
mass of the terrazzo to 
chill the interior space in 
a controlled and efficient 
manner in the summer

Pivot doors visually 
and physically connect 
interior space to adjacent 
garden - providing cafe-
goers with access to 
daylight and views

Ceiling fans assist with interior 
air circulation to increase thermal 
comfort throughout the seasons

New exterior louvers clad the 
existing greenhouse structure to 
limit solar heat gain and glare from 
direct sunlight. The reduced solar 
gain helps reduce mechanical load 
on the MEP systems

All of the sustainability and interior comfort measures 
introduced into the project were economical and 
efficient. They worked not only to passively control 
the interior environment but were an integral part 
of the aesthetics of the project. Ultimately, this 
approach blurs the line between ecological and formal 
aspects of the cafe, integrating them into one strong 
architectural statement.
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Looking out onto the garden
Café 27 pastry kitchen
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Exterior  elevation


